IX
THE PRELUDE TO WAR
THE BOSNIAN CRISIS AND IZVOLSKI'S DIPLOMATIC DEFEAT
WHATEVER may have passed between the Russian and
Austro-Hungarian Foreign Ministers at Buchlau, Baron
Aerenthal proceeded promptly to annex Bosnia and Herze-
govina, by proclamation on October 6,1908, before Izvolski,
who was touring European capitals, could secure the con-
sent of the Great Powers to the opening of the Straits. It
is doubtful whether Aerenthal's action, however much it
may be criticized from other points of view, was in any way
responsible for Izvolski's failure to secure such consent. In
/fact, his overtures in this respect to Baron von Schon, the
German Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, whom he
visited at Berchtesgaden a few days after the Buchlau meet-
ing, and conversations with French statesmen in Paris re-
sulted only in noncommittal replies. What was even more
important, Great Britain, the chief opponent of Russia in
this respect, was clearly unwilling to go beyond the position
taken by Sir Edward Grey in his conversations with Count
Benckendorff and the exchange of memoranda with Izvolski
a year and a half earlier. England's reluctance alone would
have been sufficient to frustrate Izvolski's plans, irrespective
of anything which may have been agreed upon with Aeren-
thal
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